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their state. Consequently, following the defeat of the Central Powers
and the Russian Revolution, Poland was again united and set up as an
independent republic.

The new state faced many and serious difficulties. Economically,
and to a certain extent culturally, the Polish people reflected the condi-
tions existing within the nations under whose rule they had lived for
the past century. Poznan (Posen), Slask (Silesia) and Pomerania
have enjoyed the advantages of German economic development and
education, and they form the most advanced portions of the new state.
Russian or Congress Poland is the most backward portion of the
nation, both economically and culturally, and Galicja (Galicia) occupies
an intermediate position in both respects. Following the organization
of the new state, internal difficulties reappeared, and it has been neces-
sary to establish a virtual dictatorship in order to insure unity. Disputes
with neighboring states also added to the difficulties of the new nation.

POPULATION

As might be expected in a nation long under alien rule and without
natural boundaries, the population of Poland is quite mixed and con-
tains numerous minority groups. According to Polish statistics, in 1921
Poles formed 69 per cent of the population, Ruthenians 15 per cent,
Jews 8 per cent, White Russians 4 per cent, Germans 3 per cent, and
other nationalities i per cent. The Poles are the predominant group in
the central and northern portions of the country, especially between
Przemysl and Danzig, and between Grodno and the German border.
The Germans are located principally in the west, in Sl^sk, Poznan and
the Polish Corridor. The Ruthenians occupy the south and southeast.
In the northeast the White Russians constitute the majority of the
peasants, while the Poles constitute the majority in the urban centers.
Jews are to be found in large numbers in all the towns and cities of
the country.

The Poles are Slavs, more highly developed culturally and eco-
nomically than their relatives to the east and north, but less advanced
than the Slavic Czechs or the Germans. In the past they have suffered
from the absence of a middle class. The population consisted of an
upper class of landed gentry who were cultured and frequently wealthy,
and who controlled the affairs of the Polish state, and a large mass of
peasants, mostly landless, very conservative and backward. Recent years
have brought about two notable changes among the Poles. The first
has been the gradual rise of a middle class in the towns and cities, and